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Sermon Discussion Questions 
The Risen Shepherd 

Sermon Text: John 20:11-18 

Outline

1. Before She Could See (John 20:11-15)
2. When She Could See (John 20:16)
3. After She Could See (John 20:17-18)

Main Point

The point of the sermon is that the risen Shepherd calls his scattered sheep by name and brings 
them into the fold of God, which is the family of God.

General Questions

1. What were your initial responses to the sermon? What was the Holy Spirit doing in your heart 
during or after the sermon? Was there a new insight gained? Any questions prompted? What did 
you find convicting, helpful, eye-opening, or troubling? Explain.

2. What point from the sermon landed on you with the most weight of joy or conviction? What 
things did you see and savor that you feel like you need to share with others?

Discussion Questions 

1. How does John 20 and the story of Jesus’ appearance to Mary help establish the historical 
reliability of the resurrection account?

2. When did Mary finally see Jesus for who he really was? Why did that make the difference? Is 
the same thing true for us today?

3. Why is it significant that Jesus called his disciples his brothers and refer to My Father and Your 
Father?

Application Questions 

1. How does Jesus’ defeat of death offer real life hope in the here and now, not just some day when 
you face death?

2. How do you know if Jesus really speaks to us if we don’t see him with physical eyes or hear his 
voice with physical ears? Has Jesus spoken clearly to you?

3. What truths landed upon you in this message that you need to share with others in your life? 
How can you share these truths? Devote it to prayer.

Prayer Focus: Pray for a grace to live to give glory to the Lord of life for his defeat of death.


